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Conservation often prioritizes species protection while overlooking cultural, spiritual, and
socio-economic dimensions. India has a complex relationship with elephants, revered as
sacred yet feared as agents of destruction when human activities encroach on their habitats.
The Asian elephant population ranges from 51,000 to 66,000, with only 35,000-50,000 in the
wild, and India hosts the largest population in South Asia, approximately 30,000 elephants.
Rapid human population growth and development have intensified human-elephant conflicts
in several states, including Jharkhand.

In the Dalma Wildlife Landscape and elephant corridors, conflicts arise over food, water, and
land. Crop-foraging causes significant agricultural losses and structural damage affecting
livelihoods, while human-elephant interactions also result in fatalities. Beyond physical
impacts, affected communities often experience economic loss, emotional stress and mental
health challenges, which are typically overlooked in conservation planning.

Local annual rituals at the Hathi Kheda Temple in Lawjora village, illustrate traditional
strategies for fostering coexistence with elephants while respecting their sacred status. These
practices enhance community awareness and long-standing tolerance toward elephants.

This paper emphasizes locally grounded strategies for human-elephant conflict management.
It recommends that villages and the Forest Department jointly take ownership of emergency
response teams, trained and equipped by the Forest Department ensuring alert systems, rapid
relief, proper signage, and timely compensation. Using Dalma as a case study, the paper
advocates a socio-cultural framework for conflict resolution that integrates local knowledge,
mitigates risks, and fosters peaceful coexistence while respecting both ecological and human
needs.

Keywords: Human-Elephant Conflict; Conservation; Cultural Practices; Conflict Resolution;
Coexistence; Community Engagement; Livelihoods
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1. Introduction:

India is a unique place that has a typical interaction pattern with elephants—an intersection of
sacred symbolism and lived conflict. Elephants are revered for their wisdom, strength, and
divinity as they are represented in the deity Ganesha, who is considered the remover of
obstacles and patron of prosperity. However, this cultural reverence is coupled with an
escalating human—elephant conflict (HEC) arising from habitat loss, resource competition,
and rapid land-use change. This contradiction is clearly visible in Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary,
Jharkhand, where communities have an ambiguous relationship with elephants.

According to the Status of Elephants in India: DNA-Based Synchronous All-India Population
Estimation (SAIEE 2021-25), there are approximately 22,446 wild elephants, with the eastern
and central states—Jharkhand, Odisha, and West Bengal—forming a crucial migratory
corridor for the species (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025, pp. 3—8). Jharkhand alone has 217 £ 35
elephants, while neighbouring Odisha has about 912 + 170 elephants (Qureshi et al., 2023—
2025, pp. 5-7). However, these regions also record the highest HEC rates in India.
Government data from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
shows that in 2023-2024, 629 people died in elephant-related incidents nationwide, including
87 deaths in Jharkhand and 154 in Odisha (MoEFCC, 2024, p. 2).

Various studies point towards a grave reality as 25% of farmers report crop losses, 30%
experience property destruction, and around 70% of families suffer emotional stress and
mental-health challenges (Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024, pp. 81-82). However,
conservation efforts are mostly centred around species protection rather than human suffering.
The population of the region lives with mixed feelings of fear, frustration, and faith.

The Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary, spanning 193.22 km? on the Chota Nagpur Plateau, links
Jharkhand and West Bengal (Kumari et al., 2024, p. 83). However, the sanctuary’s ecological
balance is threatened by land-use and land-cover (LULC) changes, including mining,
deforestation, and agricultural expansion. These factors cause fragmentation of elephant
routes and intensify encounters with human settlements (Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p.
212). This leads to socio-cultural repercussions: while elephants continue to occupy ritual and
spiritual life through practices like the Hathi Kheda Temple ceremonies in Lawjora village,
repeated crop raids and fatalities have eroded local trust in both the Forest Department and
state conservation initiatives (Kumari et al., 2024, pp. 85-86).

In this paper, Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary is considered as a microcosm that represents India’s
broader conservation dilemma, exploring how cultural and spiritual frameworks can lead to
conflict resolution and peacebuilding. Rather than treating HEC solely as a management
problem, I treat it as a social and symbolic crisis where human and nonhuman coexistence
must be renegotiated through local knowledge, empathy, and participatory governance. By
weaving together ecological data, cultural anthropology, and peace studies, a culturally
grounded conservation paradigm is sought that transforms the sacred vs violent paradox into
a space of dialogue and mutual survival.
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2. Historical and National Context of Human—Elephant Conflict

The coexistence of humans and elephants on the Indian subcontinent has evolved from
centuries of reverence and utility to an era of increasing competition and confrontation.
Historically, elephants were integrated into religious, agricultural, and royal systems—
serving as symbols of power and sacred abundance (Sukumar, 2011). However, India’s post-
independence industrial and agricultural expansion led to rapid deforestation, irrigation
projects, and mining have compressed elephant habitats, converting coexistence into conflict
(Bist, 2002; Qureshi et al., 2023-2025).

According to the Status of Elephants in India: DNA-Based Synchronous All-India Population
Estimation (SAIEE 2021-25), India has an estimated 22,446 + 2,618 wild elephants across 32
reserves and 14 states (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025, pp. 3-8). The eastern-central belt—
including Odisha, Jharkhand, and West Bengal—forms one of the country’s most critical
migratory corridors. Jharkhand has approximately 217 + 35, while Odisha has 912 + 170
elephants, making the region a conservation hotspot and a conflict epicentre (Qureshi et al.,
2023-2025, pp. 5-7).

Records of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) reveal that
over 3,000 human deaths occurred due to elephant encounters between 2018 and 2024, with
629 fatalities in 2023-2024 alone—S87 in Jharkhand, 154 in Odisha, and 99 in West Bengal
(MoEFCC, 2024, p. 2). Odisha, with the second-largest elephant population, has reported
both a decline in forest cover and increased conflict incidents (Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee,
& Singh, 2024, p. 82). This pattern reflects national trends where the Gajah Report (2010)
and later MoEFCC advisories (2023) identified habitat fragmentation, linear infrastructure,
and compensation delays as key triggers of human—elephant conflict.

Land-use and land-cover (LULC) studies across the Dalma—Odisha corridor show that
agricultural expansion, illegal logging, and mining have fragmented historical migration
routes, forcing elephants into human settlements (Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 212).
The Challenges and Strategies in Elephant Conservation review corroborates these findings,
noting that 25% of farmers experience crop loss and 30% suffer structural damage, leading to
economic stress and retaliatory aggression (Kumari et al., 2024, pp. 81-82).

The Government of India has introduced compensation mechanisms and community-based
rapid-response models. The MoEFCC’s Guidelines for Human—Elephant Conflict Mitigation
(2023) recommend decentralized alert systems, immediate relief disbursal, and participatory
management involving local stakeholders. However, villagers find the Forest Department
unresponsive or punitive, leading to administrative distrust, making the conflict not only
man-versus-animal but also community-versus-state.
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3. The Dalma Landscape: Ecology, Society, and Culture

Situated in the Chota Nagpur Plateau of eastern India, the Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary covers
an area of 193.22 km? Dalma forms part of the broader Dalma—Chandil-Rugai—Asanbani
corridor network connecting elephant populations of Jharkhand, Odisha, and West Bengal
(Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024, p. 83). The sanctuary lies within an eco-
sensitive buffer zone of ten kilometres, with several forest-fringe villages of Munda, Santhal,
and Ho communities whose livelihoods depend on small-scale agriculture, forest produce,
and wage labour (Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 212).

Ecologically, Dalma is characterized by North Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests, dominated
by sal (Shorea robusta), mahua (Madhuca longifolia), and bamboo (Dendrocalamus strictus)
species (Kumari et al., 2024, p. 84). Its diverse topography—ranging from rugged hills
(elevations 170-900 m) to valleys and seasonal streams—offers heterogeneous habitats vital
for elephants, deer, leopards, and avifauna. Lepidoptera studies indicate rich moth and
butterfly populations in the region (Das Chatterjee, 2016a). Similarly, Chatterjee and
Chatterjee (2014) documented 41 tree species across 25 families, illustrating the sanctuary’s
biotic community. The area’s climate, with an annual rainfall of approximately 1,400 mm and
pronounced dry seasons, determines both vegetation cycles and elephant migration behaviour.

However, Dalma is increasingly threatened by habitat fragmentation, mining, and land-use
change. The sanctuary’s proximity to Jamshedpur and Barbil mining zones has intensified
anthropogenic pressure. Remote-sensing data shows that agriculture and illegal logging
between 2010 and 2022 reduced forest cover by nearly 12%, limiting elephant corridors
(Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 213). Kumari et al. (2024, pp. 85-86) warn that this
scenario disturbs elephant movement and provokes conflicts in fringe villages. The SA/EE
2021-25 report also identifies Dalma landscape as a “high-interaction zone” where forest
contiguity is below the national average (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025, pp. 6-7).

Dalma is also a space with deep cultural and spiritual connections between humans and
elephants. In Lawjora village, the Hathi Kheda Temple—established around 350 years ago—
commemorates ancestral rituals dedicated to elephants. Villagers seek protection for crops
and safety for both humans and animals. The temple promotes tolerance and non-violence,
and no elephant killings have been recorded in Lawjora for several decades (Kumari et al.,
2024, p. 86). Such practices exemplify “ritual ecology,” where faith, folklore, and
conservation intersect to reinforce coexistence (Allgood et al., 2024).

However, Younger generations—facing repeated crop losses and inadequate compensation—
often view elephants as threats to subsistence rather than divine beings. This attitude shift
means that as economic pressures mount, sacred symbolism no longer guarantees peace. The
coexistence based on reverence needs to be re-imagined through participatory governance,
livelihood security, and recognition of cultural identity. Dalma’s landscape, therefore,
becomes a contested space where environmental, economic, and spiritual negotiations are
required.
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4. Lived Realities of Human—Elephant Conflict

The human—elephant conflict (HEC) in the Dalma landscape has intensified over the past two
decades. The conflict includes crop foraging, property destruction, human fatalities, and
psychological distress among residents (Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024, pp. 81—
82). Dalma’s proximity to dense village clusters and expanding agriculture makes it a centre
of HEC.

Approximately 25% of households in forest-fringe villages report seasonal agricultural loss
due to elephant incursions, while 30% report structural damage to granaries, boundary walls,
or huts (Kumari et al., 2024, pp. 81-82). Farmers cultivating paddy, maize, and vegetables
near the sanctuary report incidents peaking during the post-monsoon harvest when elephants
seek high-calorie foods. Remote-sensing data indicate that fields within 1.5 km of corridors
such as Dalma—Rugai and Dalma—Asanbani experience the highest frequency of raids
(Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 213). As a result, many families have to adopt labour or
seasonal migration for survival.

Nationally, 629 people died in elephant-related incidents during 2023-2024, including 87 in
Jharkhand, 154 in Odisha, and 99 in West Bengal (Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change [MoEFCC], 2024, p. 2). Many deaths occur while chasing elephants at night
or protecting crops using firecrackers and torches. In retaliation, elephants are occasionally
electrocuted or driven away violently, although recorded elephant deaths around Dalma
remain comparatively low due to cultural taboos against killing (Kumari et al., 2024, p. 86).
The Status of Elephants in India report declares Jharkhand’s Dalma region as a “high-risk
interaction zone,” noting that declining forest connectivity amplifies the likelihood of
accidental encounters (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025, pp. 6-7).

Surveys in affected Dalma villages reveal that nearly 70% of families experience sustained
anxiety, sleep disturbance, or trauma after elephant encounters (Kumari et al., 2024, pp. 81—
82). Women and elderly members, often left alone in villages during nocturnal raids, report
the highest fear levels. The psychological distress is compounded by delayed compensation
and mistrust toward the Forest Department, which villagers perceive as bureaucratic or
indifferent.

5. Governance, Conflict Dynamics, and Institutional Breakdown

Habitat fragmentation due to mining, road expansion, and deforestation disrupts migratory
pathways, compelling elephants to traverse human settlements (Mandal & Das Chatterjee,
2023b, p. 213). Climate-induced shifts in rainfall and vegetation further alter food availability,
pushing herds toward farmlands (Kumari et al., 2024, p. 85). The factors like ecological
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stress, economic precarity, and governance lapses lead to sustained distress among
communities.

The HEC often escalates into a governance crisis because there is distrust and a
communication breakdown between the stakeholders. Villagers frequently accuse officials of
negligence and delayed compensation. On the other hand, the forest department reports
verbal and physical aggression while attempting to chase elephant herds from villages
(Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024, pp. 85-86).

Although the MoEFCC Guidelines for Human—Elephant Conflict Mitigation (2023)
recommend instant ex gratia payments, transparent verification, and mobile-based alert
systems, field reports reveal compensation delays of several months, complicated claim
paperwork, and inconsistent valuation of losses. The MoEFCC (2024) data points out these
problems despite a national compensation increase from X 500,000 to X 1 million for human
deaths (p. 3). Villagers feel abandoned by state institutions as these policies do not lead to
any substantive change.

The absence of dialogue between stakeholders leads to antagonism. Decision-making on
mitigation measures—such as trenching, fence placement, or crop-guard scheduling—is
usually top-down, ignoring indigenous ecological knowledge. Consequently, villagers often
dismantle barriers or refuse cooperation during night patrols. Kumari et al. (2024) note that
these tensions have occasionally erupted into physical altercations, with patrol vehicles
damaged and staff assaulted (p. 86). This adversarial dynamic transforms forest officers from
protectors into perceived adversaries. This whole scenario takes away the social legitimacy of
conservation governance.

6. From Conflict Management to Conflict Transformation

Challenges and Strategies in Elephant Conservation (2024) advocates joint emergency-
response mechanisms in which local youth and Forest Department staff share ownership of
mitigation operations. Such teams—trained in safe elephant-herding techniques and
communication protocols—could ensure rapid alerts, minimize crop damage, and rebuild
mutual trust. The proposal asserts that participatory conservation models should be promoted
globally under community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) frameworks
(Allgood et al., 2024). By decentralizing authority and embedding local knowledge into
official response systems, the Dalma region could move from coercive control toward co-
management and coexistence.

This institutional hostility can be transformed by what Lederach (1995) describes as “conflict
transformation”—building relationships that sustain constructive engagement rather than
merely managing crises. Establishing monthly village-level meetings, grievance-redress
platforms, and community awareness campaigns rooted in local languages can convert
confrontation into collaboration. In this sense, Dalma’s community—state conflict mirrors
India’s broader challenge of reconciling conservation imperatives with social justice.
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Peacebuilding in such contexts must address not only human—wildlife friction but also the
human—bureaucratic divide that perpetuates alienation.

7. Cultural and Spiritual Ecologies of Coexistence

While conservation efforts often prioritize surveillance and compensation, local communities
in the Dalma landscape rely on cultural, spiritual, and ritual frameworks to negotiate
coexistence with elephants. These frameworks shift the dynamics of conflict from a problem
of enforcement to linking ecology with ethics and spirituality. In villages surrounding Dalma
Wildlife Sanctuary, particularly Lawjora, Ghatshila, and Asanbani, people consider elephants
as divine beings rather than wild adversaries (Kumari, Pradhan, Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024,
pp. 85-86).

The Hathi Kheda Temple in Lawjora village represents faith-based conservation. Established
over 350 years ago, the temple enshrines the elephant as a manifestation of divine power and
protector of agriculture. Each year, villagers conduct rituals seeking protection from elephant
raids and blessings for good harvests. These tribal ceremonies can be called “ritual
ecology”—the use of spiritual practice to sustain environmental balance (Kumari et al., 2024,
p. 86). Such rituals coincide with a decline in retaliatory violence: no elephant killings have
been recorded in Lawjora for several decades, even during years of high crop damage. For
the community, these ceremonies are a moral contract between humans and elephants,
reinforcing patience and restraint.

The folklore about elephants refers to broader Indian mythologies that associate them with
Ganesha, the remover of obstacles, and Indra’s Airavata, the rain-bringer. In the Dalma
region, these myths are retold through folk songs and seasonal festivals, imbuing elephants
with a dual identity—both sacred and sentient. These help in devising an ecological
methodology that transmits values of respect and coexistence. However, the intrusion of
modern market economies and rising livelihood pressures is eroding these traditions.
Younger villagers consider elephants as sources of loss rather than blessings, signaling what
Allgood et al. (2024) describe as a “rupture in moral imagination,” where economic survival
displaces spiritual stewardship.

Studies in Myanmar and Sri Lanka reveal how Buddhist and animist cosmologies facilitate
tolerance by framing elephants as spiritual kin rather than pests (Thant et al., 2023). This
approach is very similar to Dalma’s cultural practicies, where non-violence and reverence
moderate antagonism even under economic strain. A faith-based approach is necessary to
strengthen social cohesion that will provide communities with collective rituals to process
fear and loss. As Kumari et al. (2024) argue, cultural institutions like the Hathi Kheda
Temple thus function as grassroots peacebuilding mechanisms.

There has to be a relook into the policy-making to understand these traditions. Conventional
frameworks view culture as peripheral; however, Dalma shows that spiritual institutions are
central to conflict resolution. Integrating ritual and folklore into community outreach—
through eco-festivals, school curricula, and heritage tourism—can propagate coexistence
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ethics while offering economic incentives. Such peacebuilding efforts are in line with
environmental justice principles that respect indigenous traditions and value systems. In this
light, Dalma’s ritual practices can transcend local devotion.

8. Environmental Change and Structural Drivers of Human—Elephant Conflict

The escalation of HEC in the Dalma landscape can be attributed to the region’s
environmental and land-use transformations. Over the last two decades, rapid industrial
expansion, deforestation, and infrastructure development have progressively fragmented
elephant habitats, reducing the ecological integrity of the Dalma—Chandil-Rugai—Asanbani
corridor system (Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 213). Because of these changes,
elephants have altered their migratory routes, extended their foraging ranges, and started
encroaching agricultural lands, thereby intensifying human—animal encounters.

The Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary’s forest cover has declined steadily due to mining, road
construction, and fuelwood extraction. Remote-sensing analysis between 2010 and 2022
revealed a 12% reduction in dense forest canopy and a corresponding increase in scrubland
and open patches (Mandal & Das Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 213). Due to this, elephant mobility
and breeding behavior have changed significantly. Fragmentation of corridors—particularly
the Dalma—Asanbani and Dalma—Rugai tracts—has created ecological bottlenecks,
prompting herds to cross densely inhabited villages. The Status of Elephants in India (SAIEE
2021-25) identifies this corridor as a “high-interaction landscape” where forest contiguity
falls below the national mean, making it a key driver of conflict (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025,

pp. 6-7).

The sanctuary’s proximity to Jamshedpur, Chandil, and Barbil, industrial hubs of iron ore and
manganese mining, has led to severe ecological stress. Noise pollution, heavy-vehicle
movement, and quarry blasting disrupt elephant communication and migration. Kumari et al.
(2024, p. 85) assert that elephants, being highly sensitive to seismic and acoustic disturbances,
often abandon traditional corridors and seek quieter agricultural zones, leading to crop-
raiding incidents. Moreover, unregulated mining near buffer zones depletes water resources
and accelerates soil erosion, further degrading elephant habitats.

The conversion of forest into paddy and maize fields attracts elephants due to the nutritional
value of cultivated crops compared to forest forage. According to Kumari et al. (2024, p. 82),
nearly 25% of farmers report recurring crop losses, while fencing and trenching measures
prove ineffective during monsoon seasons. Expansion of non-timber forest product (NTFP)
collection—especially mahua and sal leaf gathering—also increases human presence and the
frequency of encounters.

Variations in rainfall patterns and prolonged dry spells also change vegetation growth cycles,
compelling elephants to migrate earlier or remain near water sources for longer periods. The
SAIEE 2021-25 report connects this scenario with altered herd movement in Jharkhand’s
Dalma hills, where water-scarcity zones during April-June correspond with spikes in human—
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elephant incidents (Qureshi et al., 2023-2025, pp. 6-8). These climatic conditions are
coupled with land-use shifts that exacerbate the crisis.

Fragmented landscapes not only displace elephants but also diminish biodiversity resilience,
as evidenced by declines in native flora and pollinator species (Mandal & Das Chatterjee,
2023b, p. 214). Hence, HEC in Dalma is primarily due to environmental imbalance. An
integrated approach should be adopted that recognizes elephants as ecological indicators of
broader landscape degradation.

9. Pathways Toward Peacebuilding and Sustainable Coexistence

Studying examples of peace studies, community-based conservation, and cultural
anthropology, this section outlines pathways toward a holistic coexistence framework
grounded in ecological restoration, participatory governance, and cultural renewal.

Restoring habitat continuity remains the most important step that will lead to peacebuilding
in Dalma. The degradation of forest corridors such as Dalma—Asanbani and Dalma—Rugai
can be addressed with long-term landscape connectivity. Reforestation using native species
like sal, mahua, and bamboo, alongside regulated mining and eco-sensitive zoning, can
reduce spatial overlap between human settlements and elephant routes (Mandal & Das
Chatterjee, 2023b, p. 214). The SAIEE 2021-25 report recommends corridor demarcation and
inter-state management plans to ensure unhindered elephant movement (Qureshi et al., 2023—
2025, p. 8).

The present top-down approaches have excluded forest-fringe communities from decision-
making. Building participatory platforms—such as village-level Elephant Response
Committees (ERCs) with trained youth volunteers, women’s groups, and Forest Department
representatives—can institutionalize dialogue and joint accountability (Kumari, Pradhan,
Chatterjee, & Singh, 2024, pp. 85-86). These committees can act as early-warning systems,
coordinate crop protection, and monitor timely compensation delivery. The MoEFCC
Guidelines for Human—Elephant Conflict Mitigation (2023) calls for decentralized alert
networks, yet Dalma demonstrates that effective decentralization should also include local
trust and traditional knowledge.

Dalma requires locally grounded systems to respond effectively during conflict events. Joint
emergency response teams, formed and co-managed by village representatives and Forest
Department staff, can help in reducing harm. These teams can implement standardized early-
warning protocols, communicate herd movement, and coordinate safe behavioural responses
within villages.

Clear signage in high-risk zones and designated safe routes can alert farmers, children, and
commuters during peak migration periods. Along with this, transparent and timely
compensation—supported by digital claims, fixed verification timelines, and community
monitoring—helps rebuild trust and reduces resentment. These processes enhance
preparedness, reduce fear, and lay the groundwork for peaceful coexistence.
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Economic vulnerability remains a key driver of resentment in conflict zones. Diversifying
livelihood options—through eco-tourism, honey production, forest-based -crafts, and
elephant-themed heritage trails—can reduce dependency on conflict-prone agriculture.
Challenges and Strategies in Elephant Conservation (Kumari et al., 2024) notes that
diversification in livelihood removes poverty and projects elephants as economic allies by
integrating conservation into local value chains. Linking microcredit programs to
conservation compliance could further strengthen social accountability.

The Hathi Kheda Temple and associated rituals in Lawjora illustrate how cultural traditions
function as indigenous peacebuilding institutions. Embedding such spiritual frameworks into
conservation policy is a need of the hour. Allgood et al. (2024) argue that recognizing
spiritual relationships with wildlife enhances both community participation and emotional
resilience. Incorporating cultural narratives, folk songs, and oral histories into school
curricula and conservation education programs can preserve ecological wisdom and transmit
coexistence values to younger generations. These efforts are also in line with Lederach’s
(1995) model of conflict transformation, which emphasizes rebuilding moral imagination and
sustaining relationships of care beyond crisis management.

Finally, the peacebuilding approach requires multi-stakeholder research partnerships among
scientists, policymakers, and communities. Establishing a Dalma Landscape Observatory—
integrating GIS monitoring, biodiversity assessment, and ethnographic documentation—
would enable evidence-based policymaking. Integrating local data into national platforms
like the Project Elephant Portal can align grassroots insights with policy decisions. Peace
with elephants is inseparable from justice for people. Until the socio-economic and cultural
dimensions of coexistence are addressed, conservation will eventually lead to conflict.

10. Conclusion and Policy Implications

The Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary reflects a simmering tension between India’s sacred ecology
and its modern conflicts over land and governance. Once a landscape of reverence, where
elephants embodied prosperity and divine presence, Dalma now stands as a fragile zone of
coexistence strained by deforestation, administrative alienation, and cultural erosion. For
villagers, elephants remain both divine and dangerous; for the state, they are protected assets
managed through regulation rather than dialogue. A long-term and peaceful coexistence
requires shifting from conservation as a tool of control to conservation as shared care,
grounded in empathy, participation, and cultural understanding.

To adopt a sustainable strategy, one must combine cultural renewal, participatory governance,
and ecological restoration. Recognizing local faith practices such as the Hathi Kheda rituals
as legitimate conservation tools can rebuild trust and moral responsibility. Village-level
Elephant Response Committees and transparent compensation systems would democratize
decision-making and reduce confrontation. Ecological recovery—through reforestation,
regulated mining, and livelihood diversification via eco-tourism and forest-based
enterprises—must proceed alongside social justice. The significance of Dalma model is that it
offers a framework where spirituality, ecology, and governance come together. Peace
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between humans and elephants will come when we accept the fact that both species are co-
inhabitants of a shared moral and ecological world.
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ABSTRACT

The term ‘polycrisis’ appears to be the most appropriate expression to describe the current
situation in Asia, particularly in Southeast Asia. For example, Myanmar has been facing
complex and overlapping human rights emergencies, driven by protracted multi-ethnic
conflicts and a military coup in 2021. This socio-political instability has significant potential
to trigger broader disorder across the entire Asian region. These multiple, interconnected
crises often highlight the limitations of conventional humanitarian interventions, demanding a
more integrated and sustainable approach. In this context, this presentation explores the
potential of the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus as the comprehensive
approach for addressing the humanitarian crises in Asia. Drawing on case studies such as the
‘Ogata Initiative’ implemented in Afghanistan and the ‘All-Japan approach’ including the
‘Japan-Bangsamoro Initiatives for Reconstruction and Development (J-BIRD)’ conducted in
the Philippines, this study demonstrates how Japan has sought to operationalize the HDP
Nexus to address the diverse needs on the ground. Furthermore, the paper analyzes the
potential of the HDP Nexus to maximize the synergies among emergency humanitarian aid,
mid- and long-term development assistance, and sustainable peacebuilding efforts. It
concludes by arguing that Japan’s approach to the HDP Nexus offers an alternative model for
contributing to peace and stabilization in Asia. By examining best practices from past
programs led by the Government of Japan, as well as the lessons learned, this study aims to
contribute to ongoing discussion on new strategies for responding to current and future

humanitarian crises, with a particular focus on sustainable peace and development in Asia.
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1 INTRODUCTION

This paper explores the potential of the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus as
both an established and emerging approach to addressing the humanitarian crises in Asia. The
HDP Nexus has increasingly become the mainstream framework in international cooperation,
particularly in response to refugee crises across national borders. A key milestone in this
development was the World Humanitarian Sumit (WHS), convened by then the United
Nations Secretary General at the time Ban Ki-moon. The WHS, held in Istanbul 2016, was
the first global summit dedicated to humanitarian crises and served as a major initiative for
the international community to seek a more effective and efficient comprehensive responses
to humanitarian challenges. Following the Summit, major donor countries and the UN
agencies began to place greater emphasis on the concept and its practices of the HDP Nexus
as one of the most promising approaches to humanitarian intervention.

Against this global backdrop, this paper first reviews the historical development and
conceptual foundations of the HDP Nexus, with particular attention to its advantages as a
framework for humanitarian intervention. This theoretical review is followed by a practical
question: ‘how is the HDP Nexus implemented in the field?” To address this seemingly
simple yet complex question, this paper examines Japan’s approach to the HDP Nexus and
identifies the distinctive characteristics of the implementation. The reason of selecting Japan
as the focus of this analysis is that it has accumulated experience of the HDP Nexus-related
practices through its Official Development Assistance (ODA). Even prior to the emergence of
the current buzzword the ‘HDP Nexus’, Japan had already attempted to operationalize the
HDP Nexus in several humanitarian crises occurred in Asia.

This paper focuses on three main questions: 1) how does Japan conceptualize the HDP Nexus
as a mode of humanitarian intervention? 2) how is the HDP Nexus incorporated into Japan’s
ODA policy framework? and 3) how does Japan implement the HDP Nexus through the
cooperation programs responding to humanitarian crises? To clarify these three “how’
questions, this paper examines Japan’s past initiatives conducted in Asia. The first case is the
Japan’s Regional Comprehensive Development Assistance to Afghanistan (known as the
‘Ogata Initiative’) in the 2000’s. The Second is the ‘All-Japan approach’ including the
Japan-Bangsamoro Initiatives for Reconstruction and Development (the ‘J-BIRD’) in the
Philippines during the 2010°s. Through the analysis of these two HDP Nexus-related
initiatives, this study seeks to demonstrate how Japan has pursued to achieve the HDP Nexus
to address the multifaceted needs and practical challenges on the ground.

Finally, this paper argues that such Japan’s accumulated experiences with the HDP Nexus
provides an alternative model for effective humanitarian intervention aimed at promoting
peace and stabilization in Asia. By reviewing lessons learned from Japan’s past programs,

this research aims to contribute to future policy discussions on humanitarian responses.
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1.1 Humanitarian Crises in Asia: Statistics

As a global trend, humanitarian crises now affect virtually every part of the world. According
to the latest statistics from OCHA, the number of people in need worldwide has reached 239
million, of whom 18% (approximately 43 million) live in the Asia-Pacific region . In
particular, the majority of these people are concentrated in Afghanistan (22 million) and
Myanmar (16.2 million, including 1.9 million people identified as ‘Rohingya’). Although the
total number of people in need has decreased by more than 20% from the previous year’s
figure of 305 million in 2025 2], it remains alarmingly high.

According to OCHA, this humanitarian situation is largely the result of two major global
drivers: armed conflict and global climate change (p.6). In Asia, however, it is evident that
most of people in need are suffering primarily from domestic conflicts and political violence.
The return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan and military coup d’etat in Myanmar both
occurred in the same year, 2021, and have significantly exacerbated humanitarian conditions
in the region. At the same time, the international community has increasingly limited the
capacity to respond due to the decrease of funding from donor countries. Over the past 5
years, the humanitarian sector has faced severe and unprecedented financial crisis. After
reaching peak of 46.1 billion USD in humanitarian assistance in 2022, the contributions from
donor counties have been steadily declined, with funding projected to fall to 20.8 billion USD
in 2026, representing a 45% decrease from the peak under a pessimistic scenario 1%,
However, this financial constrains to the humanitarian assistance are not a new challenge.
Since the 2010’s, the UN has repeatedly warned its member states about the growing gap
between humanitarian needs and available resources. In response to this global challenge,
particularly the increasing number of refugee crises worldwide, then the United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon convened the World Humanitarian Sumit (WHS), the first
global summit dedicated to humanitarian crises, held in Istanbul 2016. The summit marked a
major initiative for the international community to seek a more effective and efficient
response through a comprehensive approach that transcend traditional sectorial division,
articulated as the “New Way of Working” [, Notably, the Summit emphasized the importance
of strengthening the humanitarian-development nexus as the means of overcoming persistent
financial and operational constrains. In fact, however, the international donors have already
discussed the ‘nexus’ challenges on multiple occasions. For example, in relation to so-called
the ‘gap’ issues between humanitarian aid and development assistance highlighted in the
‘Brookings Process’ Bl.

In summary, the humanitarian community is currently confronted with two critical and
interrelated challenges: a growing number of humanitarian crises and a declining level of
available funding. To address these inverse challenges, the UN proposed a ‘nexus’ approach

that goes beyond traditional sectorial boundaries during the Summit. In other words, this
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critical moment in humanitarian sector created an opportunity for practitioners and
policymakers to seek alternative and more integrated solutions. One such solutions lies in
closer cooperation across sectors, particularly between humanitarian and development actors.
Moreover, Ban Ki-moon’s successor, Antdénio Guterres, further explained this framework by
emphasizing the inclusion of peacebuilding, describing humanitarian, development, and
peace as “three sides of the same triangle” in his inaugural address to the United Nations
General Assembly in 2016 6],

1.2 What is the ‘Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus’?

This section briefly reviews the definition of the HDP Nexus. In terms of terminology, it is
often referred to simply as the “HDP Nexus” as used in this paper. However, it also described
using alternative terms such as the “HDPN”, or the “Triple Nexus” [7I8], Despite these
variations in terminology, the concept essentially refers to cooperation among the
humanitarian, development, and peacebuilding sectors. Although the term and its renewed
emphasis were articulated by the UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres, as noted above,
the underlying idea and vision of the HDP Nexus are not new.

Rather, the relationship between humanitarian and development actors has been one of the
most contested issues between in the field of international cooperation. For this reason, the
HDP nexus is often characterized as “old wine in a new bottle” (p.3) [°!. In practice, the
humanitarian community has expressed concern that its core principles, such as neutrality,
impartiality, and independence, may be at risk by the political influence when humanitarian

activities are closely integrated with those of other sectors [1°],
1.3 Japan’s Approach to the HDP Nexus: Four Main Features

This section briefly outlines the key characteristics of Japan’s stance and approach to the
HDP Nexus. Based on the literature review, four main features of Japan’s approach can be

identified, as outlined below:

1) Use of the ODA as the primary financial instrument for the HDP Nexus-related
programs:

Japan utilizes the ODA as the main financial resource for programs across the HDP Nexus.
While the core mandate of ODA is development assistance, the Government of Japan (GolJ)
has sought to broaden its scope to cover activities ranging from humanitarian assistance to
peacebuilding initiatives such as disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR).
Although the GoJ does not allocate the ODA budget to the programs on military purpose, it
has accepted to cooperation with the Peace Keeping Operations (PKO) missions such as the
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) in 1992.
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2) Preference for collaboration with international organizations for the HDP Nexus:
Japan places storong emphasis on collaborative work with international organizations to
operationalize the HDP Nexus. Due to security regulations set by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan (MOFA), the GoJ rarely deploys Japanese nationals to area designated as
‘conflict-zone’. Within these security constraints, the GoJ provides the grant aid through its

ODA budget to the international organizations to implement humanitarian assistance.

3) Limited participation in ‘pooled funding’ mechanisms:

Despite its preference for cooperation with international organizations, the GoJ has never
participated in pooled funding mechanisms managed by the UN. This is largely due to
Japan’s official financial and administrative systems. As a result, the GoJ typically issues
individual calls for the proposals to the UN agencies on an annual basis, rather than

contributing to pooled funds.

4) Inter-agency cooperation through Japan’s development agency (JICA):

Japan’s official development agency, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is
the sole government institution responsible for implementing ODA projects under the
supervision of MOFA. While JICA primarily carries out development projects in cooperation
with the government agencies in the recipient countries, it also operates schemes to
collaborate with international organizations in order to maximize program effectiveness. For

instance, JICA has its own grant aid that enable joint implementation with other agencies.
2 CASE STUDY ANALYSIS ON JAPAN’S HDP NEXUS

This chapter examines two successful cases in which the Gol operationalized the HDP Nexus:

the ‘Ogata Initiative’ in Afghanistan and the ‘All-Japan-approach’ in the Philippines.
2.1 Case in Afghanistan: The ‘Ogata Initiative’ as Seamless Transition Approach

Following the tragedy occurred on 9.11, Japan became one of the major donors to
Afghanistan, with particular focus on peacebuilding and reconstruction. After the Bonn
Agreement was concluded in 2001 to establish the interim authority, Japan hosted the
International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to Afghanistan in Tokyo, and
committed the substantial assistance across wide range of sectors [111[12],

In addition to large-scale government-led assistance, there were also notable individual
contributions. One such figure was Dr. Tetsu Nakamura, medical doctor who implemented
irrigation projects and contributed significantly to ensuring safe and stable water supply for
local communities. Despite these dedicated efforts, the Taliban returned to power in 2021.
Nevertheless, Japan has continued to provide humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan through

the international organizations [13],
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Another key figure deserving special mention is Ms. Sadako Ogata, who played a pivotal role
in Japan’s assistance to Afghanistan as the Prime Minister’s Special Representative at the
time. She served as a co-chair of the Tokyo conference above, and under her leadership the
GoJ launched the ‘Japan’s Regional Comprehensive Development Assistance to Afghanistan’
known as the ‘Ogata Initiative’. This initiative aimed at support refugees and internal
displaced persons (IDPs) through a ‘seamless transition’ from emergency humanitarian
assistance to long-term development. Notably, it represented Japan’s first systematic effort to
link humanitarian aid and development assistance in response to a humanitarian crisis. The
‘Ogata Initiative’ was characterized by four key components: 1) ‘comprehensive’
development for facilitating self-reliance of local communities, 2) a ‘seamless transition’
from humanitarian aid to development assistance, 3) the capacity building of interim
authority, and 4) strengthened cooperation between central and local authorities 4,

Since 2002, Japan has provided extensive assistance to Afghanistan, with total contributions
reaching approximately 4 billion USD, covering political processes and governance, security
improvement, development and recovery assistance. In addition, in 2012 the GoJ announced
a new assistance package of approximately 5 billion USD to be delivered over 5 years. This
package focused on three main pillars: 1) capacity building to enhance Afghanistan’s ability
to maintain security, 2) assistance for the reintegration of former insurgents to society, and 3)
support for sustainable and self-reliant development [, Notably, this assistance framework
included DDR program alongside capacity building and development assistance. For this
reason, assistance to Afghanistan marked Japan’s first experience in implementing DDR
programs for state-building. This initiative originated from the Tokyo Conference on
Consolidation of Peace (DDR) in Afghanistan- Change of Order “from Guns to Plows”- (the
‘DDR Conference’ for short) held in 2003, one year after the International Conference on
Reconstruction Assistance. At the DDR Conference, Japan announced a contribution of 35
million USD for the planning and implementation of the DDR programs 61,

In summary, the ‘Ogata Initiative’ represents the Gol’s first attempt to implement a ‘seamless
transition’ from humanitarian aid to development assistance, thereby operationalizing the
‘humanitarian and development nexus’ as a response to humanitarian crises overseas. A
central objective of the initiative was to promote recovery and ‘self-reliance’ within local
communities. Consequently, assistance for refugees and IDPs was framed primarily as
development assistance, particularly through resettlement support rather than as short-term
humanitarian assistance. Furthermore, Japan’s commitment to the DDR programs in
Afghanistan marked a significant milestone in its international cooperation history. From the
perspective of the HDP Nexus, Japan played a critical role in Afghanistan’s recovery and
reconstruction by linking humanitarian, development, and peacebuilding through the two
international conferences which Japan hosted ['7). Accordingly, the ‘Ogata Initiative’ can be

clearly identified as Japan’s first practical application of the HDP Nexus.
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2.2 Case in the Philippines: The ‘All-Japan Approach’ as 3D Approach

Japan and the Philippines have historically maintained a long-term bilateral relationship. In
terms of ODA framework, the Philippines has been one of Japan’s priority recipient countries
for decades. This is largely because the Philippines was among the first countries to which
Japan contributed development assistance in the form of war reparations following the end of
World War II. Since then, Japan has remained committed to supporting the Philippines’s
sustainable development across various sectors. Among these, peacebuilding has been a
priority area, particularly since the outbreak of domestic conflict in the Muslim-majority
Mindanao region, commonly referred to as the ‘Moro-conflict’.

Japan initially launched infrastructure assistance following the establishment of the Special
Zone of Peace and Development (SZOPAD) which emerged from the peace negotiation
between the Government of the Philippines (GoP) and the Molo National Liberation Front
(MNLF) in 1996. More recently, the GolJ established the ‘Japan-Bangsamoro Initiatives for
Reconstruction and Development (J-BIRD)’ as a comprehensive development framework for
the Mindanao region. The primary objective of the J-BIRD was to deliver ‘peace dividends’
to local populations, particularly conflict-affected communities through multifaceted
development projects 131,

This comprehensive initiative was launched in 2006 and toral contributions reached 15.1
billion JPY (approximately 100 million USD) by 2014 [!°1, J-BIRD focused particularly on
food assistance, capacity building, and infrastructure development including roads, schools
and clinics. In 2011, five years after the launch of J-BIRD, Japan also facilitated peace
negotiations between the GoP and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), a splinter armed
group of MNLF. As a result of Japan’s sustained contributions to peace and development in
Mindanao, the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) was successfully
signed in March 2014. Following this historic peace agreement, the GoJ continued its
assistance and announced a successor phase of J-BIRD in 2015 [2], Five years after the peace
accord, the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) was formally established in 2019.

From the perspective of the HDP Nexus, Japan’s engagement in Mindanao region exhibits a
distinctive feature in the form of a “Whole of the Government approach’ ?!1, commonly
referred to as the ‘All Japan (AJ) approach’ [221. This approach represents a nexus among
defense, diplomacy, and development within a single government framework and this is also
known as the ‘3D approach’ derived from the initial letters of these three sectors. Japan’s
assistance to Mindanao region was structured around political support for security-related
engagement (defense), peace processes (diplomacy), and post-conflict recovery and
reconstruction (development). Key stakeholders in this effort included the Embassy of Japan
in the Philippines (EoJ), JICA, and the MOFA. In summary, Japan’s assistance was organized

around three main pillars. First, Japan participated in the International Monitoring Team
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(IMT), a security-focused mechanism for monitoring the ceasefire process in Mindanao. As
Japan does not maintain conventional military forces but instead operates the Self Defense
Forces. Thus, the GoJ dispatched a MOFA official who was formerly served in the Japan
Ministry of Defense to the IMT. Second, Japan joined the International Contact Group (ICG)
which functioned as a political framework for peacebuilding. Third, the J-BIRD served as the
core framework for recovery and development efforts in the region 231241251,

In summary, this chapter has reviewed two past cases in which the Gol successfully
operationalized the HDP Nexus-based approaches: the ‘Ogata Initiative’ and the DDR
programs in Afghanistan, and the ‘AJ approach’, including the J-BIRD, in the Mindanao
region of the Philippines. Although both cases predated the formal articulation of the ‘HDP
Nexus’, they clearly demonstrate the practical realization of a ‘nexus’ approach in the field.
Notably, the Philippines’s case incorporated defense-related engagement rather than
humanitarian assistance (the ‘D’DP Nexus, instead). A comparison of these two cases raises
important questions regarding differences in levels and modes of engagement. For example,
Japan’s involvement in the Philippines was more domestically oriented and institutionally
embedded than its engagement in Afghanistan. From this perspective, the following chapter

compares the HDP Nexus and the 3D approach in greater detail.

3 DISCUSSIONS

3.1 Comparison between the HDP Nexus and the 3D Approach

The preceding section demonstrated that Japan has operationalized nexus-based approaches
in practice through its engagement in Afghanistan and the Philippines. Building on this
analysis, this section examines how Japan may contribute to current and future humanitarian
crises in Asia by comparing the HDP Nexus with the 3D approach. Particular attention is
given to the ‘AJ approach’ implemented in the Mindanao region of the Philippines.

To date, the HDP Nexus and the 3D approach have rarely been systematically compared in
either academic or policy-oriented discussions. Instead, the two frameworks have largely
been treated as distinct and separate. One key reason for this separation lies in the contentious
issue of assistance involving the defense (military) sector. Humanitarian assistance is, by
nature, directed toward people in need, who are often located in conflict affected areas. In
such contexts, some form of military involvement may be necessary to ensure security. At the
same time, the humanitarian community has expressed strong concerns that engagement with
military actors could undermine the core principles of humanitarianism.

As the result, discussions of the HDP Nexus have tended to exclude direct cooperation with
the military forces. By contrast, the 3D approach explicitly addresses the role of the defense
sector in the delivery of humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding 2], In this sense, the 3D

approach can be understood as sharing the underlying objectives of the HDP Nexus, albeit
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through a different logic. If this interpretation holds, the primary distinction between the two
lies in their analytical orientation: The HDP Nexus may be characterized as the
‘sector-oriented approach’, focusing on functional linkages among humanitarian,
development, and peacebuilding sectors. In contrast, the 3D approach can be described as an
‘actor-oriented approach’, emphasizing which actors, such as defense, diplomatic, and
development institutions, are responsible for the implementation. In other words, while the
HDP Nexus concentrates on ‘which sectors are integrated in practice’, the 3D approach

focuses on ‘who implements the integrated activities in the field’.
3.2 How Should Japan Intervene to the Humanitarian Crises in Asia?

As discussed in previous sections, the ‘3D approach’ appears to be an effective and efficient
framework for responding to humanitarian crises, as a single actor (the Government) can
manage and coordinate a wide range of programs though institutions operating under the
same administrative system. For this reason, it is often referred to as a “Whole of Government
approach’ as mentioned above. However, the ‘AJ approach’ does not imply that Japan
excludes other international institutions or foreign donors from its humanitarian assistance
programs. Rather, Uesugi (2014) emphasizes that Japan should explore ways to maximize the
effectiveness of the AJ approach in overseas humanitarian responses through cooperation
with external resource and actors. Building on this argument, Uesugi proposes two advanced
variants of the AJ approach that emphasize collaboration with international stakeholders: the

“Core Japan approach” and the “Smart Japan approach” (p.235) 271,

1) The “Core Japan approach” (the ‘CJ approach’ for short):

The term ‘Core’ refers to Japan’s role as a ‘lead agency’ in the HDP Nexus programs. The ‘CJ
approach’ seeks broad cooperation with foreign institutions and donors while maintaining
Japan’s agencies as the primary coordinators or the lead actors in each sector. In this model,
Japan assumes a central role in planning and implementation, while actively engaging

international agencies.

2) The “Smart Japan approach” (the ‘SJ approach’ for short):

The term ‘Smart’ denotes the ‘strategic use’ of existing international flameworks for the HDP
Nexus. The “SJ approach’ adopts a broader vision of cooperation by integrating Japan’s
leadership role under the ‘CJ approach’ noted above with established mechanisms of
international cooperation. While Japan continues to play a central role in coordination and
implementation, it simultaneously leverages existing flamework for international cooperation
such as the Global Compact for Refugees (GCR) [?%], to enhance the effectiveness, efficiency,

and legitimacy.
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4 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this paper has examined the potential of Japan’s approach to the
Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus as an alternative response to humanitarian
crises in Asia. As discussed above, lessons drawn from Japan’s past practices highlight
several distinctive features of its engagement with the HDP Nexus: the first is Japan’s
emphasis on a ‘seamless transition’ from humanitarian to development, exemplified by the
‘Ogata Initiative’ implemented in Afghanistan since 2002. The second is the ‘All-Japan
approach’, also described as the ‘3D approach’ or “Whole-of-Government approach’, which
links defense, diplomacy, and development (three ‘D’s) implemented in the Philippines.
When reconsidering the HDP Nexus in light of Japan’s history of international cooperation,
two temporal perspectives, long-term and short/mid-term are particularly important. From a
long-term perspective, the practices discussed in this paper can be seen as part of Japan’s
sustained contribution to international cooperation and peacebuilding through ODA since the
end of World War II. From a short/mid-term perspective, however, initiatives such as the
‘Ogata Initiative’ and the ‘AJ approach’ can be regarded as pioneering efforts, representing
creative response to humanitarian crises in Asia. This was because Japan has a special interest
on humanitarian assistance to the emergency crises occurred in Asia 2],

Needless to say, the dominant frameworks of international cooperation have historically been
designed and led by Western countries. This pattern has often been criticized by recipient
countries as a form of ‘neo-colonialism,” due to the potential for political and economic
interference. At the same time, the global community has witnessed the rise of so-called ‘new
donors’ from Asia, such as China and India, although these countries have not yet fully
transitioned from the status as former ‘ODA recipients’ [*°l. Meanwhile, the influence of
traditional Western donors has gradually declined, in part because existing approaches to
humanitarian and development assistance increasingly perceived as ‘outdated’. In this sense,
the present period may be understood as a transitional phase in which leadership in
international cooperation is shifting from the West toward Asia, prompting a reconsideration
of prevailing frameworks and practices. In this context, this paper has prioritized an
examination of practical feasibility of the HDP Nexus related programs implemented in Asia.
It is hoped that this research will contribute to developing new perspectives on how current

and future humanitarian crises in Asia may be addressed more effectively.
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